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The volunteers try to make life as comfortable for the children as possible," Mutsau noted. "One woman
may take care of 10 families."

Impoverished, parentless children, some ill with HIV or related diseases and malnourished, often walk
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Suzana Grego, Firelight Foundation director of
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An average grant is $10,000. Firelight has fewer than 15 employees, but contributes approximately $2
million annually to African communities to support vulnerable children and families. The effort is partly
funded by the Elton John AIDS Foundation, the Nike Foundation and other philanthropic organizations.

Grego said a significant hurdle, particularly with U.S. audiences, is saturation with AIDS-related issues.

"There's been a lot of focus on HIV-AIDS, but there are about 12 million orphans in Africa, which presents
us with a huge challenge," she said. "While Firelight supports nearly 200 grassroots groups a year, there
are thousands more in Sub-Saharan Africa doing amazing work changing children's lives. Our resources
will only stretch so far, but if others would join us at the funding table, the sky's the limit."

Mutsau agreed the project is a mammoth task.

"Our work comes from the heart," she added.

HOW TO HELP

Firelight Foundation

Mission: Improve the well-being of children and
support grassroots organizations helping families
and communities in Sub-Saharan Africa

Where: 740 Front St., Suite 380, Santa Cruz
Details: 429-8750, www.firelightfoundation.org
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